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    It is hard to believe that January has 

flown by on the wings of crazy weather 

patterns and way too many cold and flu-

like illnesses. Despite the snow flurries 

and freezing temperatures of this past 

month, February brings with it the prom-

ise of warmer days ahead and spring flow-

ers emerging once more from their long 

winter hibernation. At least that is what 

we are all longing for: Spring—the season 

of rebirth and resurrection.  
 

    The Annual Report that follows reflects 

just a part of who we are as a family of 

faith in this place for this time in history. 

We have a lot of blessings to celebrate as 

we look forward to the bright future that is 

before us. 
 

    As the Church and followers of Christ, 

we will soon be moving into the Season of 

Lent. On Ash Wednesday, February 18, we 

begin our Lenten journey through the de-

sert wilderness toward Easter. Ash 

Wednesday derives it name from the peni-

tential sackcloth and ashes mentioned 

frequently in the Old Testament. This 7 

pm worship service is very spiritually mov-

ing and inspiring. If you have not partici-

pated before, I encourage to do so this 

year as a way of enriching your journey of 

faith. 
 

    Please keep our church family in your 

prayers and continue to listen for God’s 

leading as we seek to be God’s blessing 

to others in our community and in the 

world.  

 Your sister in Christ,  Miki 

West Emory Presbyterian Church Annual Report for 2014 
 

As we begin the year 2015 and reflect on the year gone past, there are 

so many blessings for which we can be grateful and so many opportuni-

ties to serve our Lord open to us in the days ahead. 
 

The members and friends of West Emory Church continue to respond to 

leading of the Spirit using our gifts and resources in remarkable ways for 

the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ, to which we have all been 

called. Our worship bulletin reminds us each Sunday that: “The Mission 

of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to 

reach out into the community and the world in his name. Through worship, study, fel-

lowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God with joy and enthusiasm and 

to welcome all persons into this family of faith, the Body of Christ.” 
 

One just has to glance over this Annual Report to be reminded of all the many ways 

this congregation has taken seriously our Savior’s call to discipleship. Though we may 

be a smaller membership congregation, our care for one another and our outreach 

beyond our doors is outstanding. As Ruling Elder Matthew Whitehead has reminded 

us, we truly are “The Little Church that Could, Did and Does.” 
 

As a family of faith, year after year, we continue to experience the energizing and in-

spiring presence of the Holy Spirit working in our midst through the persons and min-

istries that are a part of our mission.    (cont. page 2) 
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Annual Report (cont. from page 1) 
 

This past year we welcomed ten new members as well 

as a number of other individuals and families for whom 

West Emory Church is considered their home. We re-

joiced in the many celebrations and accomplishment of 

our children, youth and adults; grieved with those who 

lost loved ones and over the loss our beloved friends 

and church members, Mike Ratledge and Tommy Slack; 

and prayed for those who are living with illness or chal-

lenging life circumstances.  
 

Our Pumpkin Patch ministry continues to 

be a blessing not only to this congrega-

tion and our neighbors, but also through-

out our community, across the state and 

around the world. We had the biggest 

Patch ever in 2014 selling $25,260 in 

pumpkins and, with extra donations, 

gleaning $10,032 to share with organiza-

tions and agencies like Knox Area Rescue 

Ministries (KARM), Family Promise of 

Knoxville, Living Waters for the World, 

FISH Hospitality Pantries, Fisher House Foundation who 

ministers to wounded veterans and their families, John 

Knox Center and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

Through the proceeds of the Patch and donations of 

church members and the Child Enrichment Center fami-

lies, we provided 100 families with Thanksgiving dinner 

through KARM. Our community outreach through the Fall 

Festival provided arts and craft activities, games and 

hayrides, as well as bake, craft and book sales that were 

enjoyed by all. The proceeds for the Fall Festival will be 

used to supplement our youth program. 
 

Our active, hands-on involvement in 

local and area missions gives us a 

better understanding of the needs 

of our neighbors and our call to re-

spond as we are able. Installation 

and maintenance of clean water systems in the Tennes-

see and Kentucky border area through Living Waters for 

the World Appalachian Network and the hosting meals 

for homeless guest families that are sheltered and sup-

ported in local churches through Family Promise contin-

ue to be a priority for us. Our participation in 

the annual Pasta Cook-Off and collection of 

supplies for Family Promise are but a few of 

the projects that continue to bear fruit. 

 

Food donations for Second Harvest Food 

Bank, including 500+ cans of “souper bowl” 

soup, the Two Cents-a-Meal offering ($597 

in 2014) that support a large number of lo-

cal groups and agencies providing help to 

those in need, and the annual Souper Bowl of Caring 

Offering ($274 in 2014) all are ways this congregation 

helps make a difference in the lives of so many in our 

area. The combined total offering for Two Cents-a-Meal 

this past year was an impressive $871. 
 

We still seek new ways to con-

tinue our ministry to and sup-

port of our Military and their 

families, Police Officers, Fire-

fighters and First Responders 

in our community. During the 

year donations for various disaster relief offerings were 

received along with the four special, ongoing offerings of 

our denomination—One Great Hour of Sharing ($746), 

Pentecost ($335), Peacemaking ($205) and Joy Gift 

($420). The Christmas Eve offering was designated for 

Fisher House Foundation ($523) and the Benevolence 

Fund ($3,961) has been used to provide financial assis-

tance to church members and others in our community 

over and above mission giving provided in our church 

budget. These offerings alone brought $7,061 in bless-

ings to others in the name of our Lord and Savior. 
 

We continued to be excited about our 

newest outreach ministry to children 

through KIDS HOPE USA. In partnership 

with our neighborhood school, A. L. Lotts, 

we now have five mentors and one sub-

stitute working one-on-one with at-risk 

elementary students providing them aca-

demic and personal attention one hour a 

week. We are also pleased to sponsor 

the Cub Scouts who meet at the church. 
 

Work days, yard sales, church dinners, the Palm Sunday 

pancake breakfast and the Easter egg hunt, Thanksgiv-

ing luncheon and picnic on the grounds, after worship 

fellowship times and the annual Christmas Open House 

provide opportunities for our members, friends and visi-

tors to enjoy time together.  

 

Our Dinner for Eight program contin-

ues to grow and we were delighted to 

begin a new Sunday morning class of 

adults, The Monday Connection, and 

look forward to expanding our educa-

tion ministry even further. Our children and youth have 

participated in a variety of activities and a number have 

experienced the benefits of attending presbytery and 

denominational-wide camps and conferences. Our Wom-

en’s group continues the Prayer Shawl ministry and col-

lections of household goods and clothes for Family 

Promise families and day center. (cont. page 3)  Page 2 
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Annual Report (cont from page 2) 
 

We continue to be blessed by a gifted choir and musi-

cians and have been feed spiritually in worship and 

through the Lenten Bible study series and Sunday 

School programs.  

 

This year our sanctuary was transformed with the addi-

tion of a purple draped rugged cross during Lent that 

gave witness to the resurrection as a outstandingly 

beautiful flower-bedecked cross on Easter Sunday. We 

celebrated our Pumpkin Patch ministry in worship with 

the third annual “Kirkin’ of the Pumpkins” with a bag-

piper.  
 

We recognized in worship with appreciate the ministry 

and dedication of Doug and Louise McCall and celebrat-

ed the twenty-fifth anniversary of ordination of our pas-

tor, Miki Vanderbilt. In the spring we tapped our toes in 

worship and in concert to the Celtic mu-

sic of Ric Blair and Kimberly Barnes of 

the group, The Celts. We dedicated our 

new Glory to God hymnals which contin-

ue to enriched our worship experience. 

And on Christmas eve our congregation 

was truly blessed by the music of our choir, soloists, and 

instrumentalists, our liturgists, our children’s nativity 

pageant, and those who came to worship with us on this 

special evening. 
 

The West Emory Child Enrichment Center continues to 

thrive under the new director, Tiffany Tallent, who re-

placed Sheena Johanns who moved away. Our church’s 

flower beds and grounds, indoor plants and sanctuary 

have never looked better under the loving care of a few 

dedicated individuals for which we are very grateful. This 

year also brought a remarkable transformation to our 

kitchen with new cabinets, countertops and painting. A 

mini-fundraising campaign to raise $8,500 for a new 

HVAC unit for the kitchen/fellowship has been a great 

success. Through the generous giving of time, talents 

and financial resources of our members and friends, the 

ministry and mission of West Emory Church is strong and 

vibrant.  

 

We are very excited that West Emory Presbyterian 

Church has received a grant of $41,793 to enable our 

pastor, Miki Vanderbilt, to participate in the 2014 Na-

tional Clergy Renewal Program funded by the Indianapo-

lis-based Lilly Endowment Inc. and administered by 

Christian Theological Seminary. West Emory is one of 

140 congregations across the country selected to partici-

pate in this competitive grant program. Established by 

the Endowment in 2000, the program’s grants allow 

Christian congregations to support their pastors with the 

gift of extended time away from their ministerial duties 

and responsibilities. 

 

Ministers whose congregations are awarded the grants 

use their time away from the demands of daily ministry 

to engage in a period of reflection and renewal. The ap-

proach respects the “Sabbath time” concept, offering 

ministers a carefully considered respite that may include 

travel, study, rest, immersive arts and cultural experienc-

es, and prayer. Up to $15,000 of the grant may be used 

to fund interim pastoral leadership during the pastor’s 

retreat, as well as for renewal activities within the con-

gregation. Our grant will commence this June-August. 

 

As we begin this new year togeth-

er, may we look forward to the 

future with great energy and ex-

pectancy. May the light of God 

continue to shine forth through 

us into our community; may our 

beautiful rose window remain a 

beacon of hope and love even in 

the darkest of nights; and may our lives joyfully reflect 

the presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is 

the good news of the gospel. Let us share it with the 

world.  
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        Let’s Have Dinner Together! 
 

We are forming our new groups for Febru-

ary and March and we want to be sure that 

everyone who wants to participate in this 

enjoyable fellowship experience has 

signed up. Gathering in groups of eight to 

ten Dinner for Eight is a terrific way to enjoy great food, de-

lightful fellowship and the opportunity to get to know other 

adults in our congregation better. So, if you have been think-

ing about it or have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Miki, 690-5333. You don’t have to host a group to partici-

pate.  

An Invitation —   
Music is an essential part 

of our worship together as 

the people of God. Over 

the years West Emory has 

been richly blessed by 

those who have shared 

their gifts so graciously to the glory of God as part 

of our wonderful Chancel Choir. If you enjoy singing  

or play a musical instrument, we invite you to join 

this ministry as we prepare for Easter.  

Contact Gwen Bridge at 254-xxxx   

        Page 3
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A Heartfelt Thank You to all who helped make our Souper Bowl of Caring Offering and Soup 

Collection a wonderful success. It looks like we will exceeded our goal of collecting 550+ cans of 

soup. These items along with donations from our on-going food collection box will be donated this 

week to Second Harvest Food Bank. Over $121 was collected on Feb. 1 

with the help of our young people and their soup pots. Further donations 

will be received on Feb. 8th. These monies will be used by various groups 

in our area who help those in need through our presbytery’s Centsability/

Two Cents-a-Meal ministry.  
 

Two Cents-a-Meal Offering – The monies collected from our 2 Cents-a-Meal  

Offering the second Sunday of each month are added to the offerings of other           [Photo by Jim Whitehead] 

Presbyterian congregations in our presbytery and distributed to churches, agencies and organizations in our area 

who are helping the hungry and needy.          

New Members/

Inquirers Class  

meets Feb. 8 & 15 
 

If you have been 

thinking about be-

coming a member of 

the West Emory 

Church family or are 

interested in learning more about what it means to 

be Presbyterian, you are invited to join us February 

8th and 15th at 9:30 am in a preschool classroom. 

The Session will be receiving new members on Feb-

ruary 22nd.  
 

Please contact Pastor Miki for more information, 

690-5333 or revabv@gmail.com. 

 2015 Lenten Sermon Series: The Language of Lament 
“How long O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  

How long will you hide your face from me?” Psalm 13:1 
 

The Bible has preserved for us the laments of our many ancestors in the faith who 

cried out in their times of deep honesty before God, times of acknowledgement of the 

folly of our humanness, time of confessing frailty in the face of suffering. For the season of Lent we will have the 

opportunity ponder how lament was often the context of God’s great leaders—Moses, Jeremiah, Jesus—as they in-

terceded on our behalf to God and as they interceded on God’s behalf to us. 
 

Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 

sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate.” as well as Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane reverber-

ate in our hearts as we walk with Jesus these weeks, as we seek anew to follow God’s will whatever the cost. 
 

We live in the best of times and the worst of times. Our hearts are sometimes broken beyond measure. Can it be 

that the shimmering light of lament, personal and communal, illumines our path into the heart of God? Our Lenten 

Sermon Series this year invites us to explore The Language of Lament and what it means in our lives.     Page 4 

Katy Burton has been notified of her acceptance this summer to Tennessee's 

Governor's School for the Arts. Depending on how you do the arithmetic, it 

means she's one of the eight best high school sopranos in the state.  

The Monday Connection  

Sunday School Class 
This recently formed class 

which meets every Sunday in 

Fellowship Hall from 9:30-

10:15 a.m. encourages all 

members and friends to 

come and visit the class any 

time your schedule permits. The class is utilizing the DVD 

series, Living the Questions. This curriculum exposes par-

ticipants to the ideas and concepts that have been taught 

and discussed for generations in our seminaries. Living 

the Questions is for those who are looking for a resource 

that encourages questions and sparks open dialogue. If 

you have any questions talk to Pastor Miki, David Little or 

Norm and Ann Naylor. 



Our Prayers and Thoughts 
 

continue to be with Shannon 

Patton and her family in the 

loss of her brother, Yancey 

McCrary, who died in Win-

chester, TN, on December 

26, 2014, and with Sylvia 

Slack and her family n the 

loss of her husband, Tommy, 

who died December 31, 2014 in Knoxville.  

Page 5 
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 Calendar of Events 

February: 1 - Thomas Bridge 

and Linda Whitehead, 2 - Ann 

Naylor, 3 - Margaret Richardson,   

4 - Dacia Maxwell-Hix, 19 - 

Louise McCall and Sara Michel, 

21 - Jenny Porras, 25 - Julie Michel, 28 - 

Michelle Hensley March: 6 - Suzette Ford, 7 - 

Steve Kereakoglow, 8 - Kay Mounger, 9 - Cody 

Locklar, 13 - Kay DeVore and Cimone Locklar, 

15 - Ciony Sengson, 18 - Olivia Hensley; 20 - Jim 

Felts, 22 - Stan Johnson, 23 - Susan Mann, 

28 - Rena McAlister 

    1 - Worship Service/Communion - 10:30 am 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 

    8 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 New Members/Inquirers class - 9:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

   11 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

   14 - Happy Valentine’s Day! 

   15 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Commissioning of Kids Hope Mentors/Prayer Partners 

 New Members/Inquirers class - 9:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  18 - Ash Wednesday Service - 7 pm 

  21 - Presbytery Meeting, -  Northside PC, Chattanooga 

  22 - 1st Sunday in Lent - Worship Service -  10:30 am 

 Session Meeting/New Members—9:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  25 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

  26 - Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  1 -  2nd Sunday in Lent  

Worship/Communion Service - 10:30 am 

  4 -  Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

   8 - 3rd Sunday in Lent -  Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

 Daylight Saving Time begins 

  11 -  Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

  15 - 4th Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  18 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

  19 - Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  22 - 5th Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  25 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

 

A Reminder:  
The Session meets for a Called Meeting on 

Sunday , Feb. 22 at 9:30 am  

and for its regular Stated Meeting on  

Thursday, Feb 26 at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Feb. 18th at 7 pm 

We've had an exciting start to the new year at West Emory 

Child Enrichment Center. We participated in the 2nd Annual 

Farragut Mom's Club Preschool and Activities Fair on January 

24th, and it was a huge success! We had lots of fun promoting 

our Center, and had a great response. We are looking forward 

to participating again next year. 
 

At WECEC we offer several special enrichment classes to our preschool children. 

Some of our enrichment classes include; Math/Science, Bible Story, and Reading. In 

February we are going to begin a new “Music and Movement” enrichment class! 
 

We have already begun registration for our summer and fall/spring semesters. It's 

shaping up to be a great year at West Emory! Our enrollment includes 41 Preschool-

ers and 18 in the Kindergarten through 5th Grade After School program. 

News from Child Enrichment Center - Tiffany Talent, Director  

New Church Directories Here Soon! 
We are delighted to announce that our new direc-

tories will be available to be picked up at the 

church soon thanks to the faithful work of Ann 

Rust and Ann Naylor. Stay tuned! 



1035 Emory Church 

Road@ Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Tiffany Tallent 

The Season of Lent 
 

Lent is a time of self-reflection and penitence, a time to acknowledge our sinfulness and 

need for God’s mercy. From the church’s earliest days, Lent was a time of preparation for 

baptism of new converts and penitence leading to the reconciliation of those estranged 

from the community. Mirroring the forty days of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, the 

season of Lent begins forty-six days before Easter Sunday. Because every Sunday was to 

be a celebration of the resurrection and therefore not a day of fasting, the Sundays of Lent 

are not included in the forty penitential days of Lent. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, Christians are invited to enter a period of self-examination, repent-

ance, prayer, fasting, and self-denial. We are called to use these forty days as a time of 

reflection on our sins, the ways that we separate ourselves from God and from one another. Thus it is easy to char-

acterize Lent as the somber, solemn period of the church year, but there is also joy to be found in the journey. The 

juxtapositions of mortality and eternity, sin and grace, death and life, make the path to Jesus’ cross and tomb a 

rugged, rewarding terrain. Ashes on the forehead or hand are a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our mortali-

ty. Lent is not a matter of being good, and wearing ashes is not showing off one’s faith. The ashes are a reminder 

to us and our communities we are finite creatures: “Remember, that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

The Ash Wednesday  worship service is very spiritually moving and inspiring. If you have not participated before, 

you are encouraged to do so this year as a way of enriching your journey of faith. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service - February 18th at 7 pm 


